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Milk price still lags 2.2ppl below feed cost increase
“The latest MCi results for April 2013 shows that the cost of purchased feed was 2.2 pence per litre more than the increase in the milk price” says Ian Powell, Director of The Dairy Group. He goes on to say “the April 2013 results were poor, with milk from forage down by 39% to just 5.1 litres per cow, with feed rate per litre increasing by 33% to 0.4 kg per litre, feed price was +18% to £259 per tonne and purchased feed cost per litre was up by 3.8 pence (54%) to 10.9 pence per litre. The average milk price was 1.6 pence per litre higher than April 2012, but this was insufficient to offset the increased feed cost per litre. The poor April results are a reflection of the cold late spring which delayed turnout and grass growth, which was combined with a shortage of buffer feed. The cumulative effect of the past year is shown in the rolling results with the average herd margin over purchased feed declining by £32,900 for the 12 months ending April 2013. Over the past year the milk price would need to have been 2.2 pence per litre higher to give the same herd margin as at April 2012.”




	
	Monthly Results

	12 MONTHS ROLLING

RESULTS

	
	APR 2013
	APR 2012
	APR 2013
	APR 2012

	Daily milk yield per cow (litres)
	25.0
	26.9
	24.7
	26.0

	
	
	
	
	

	Daily milk yield from forage per cow (litres)
	5.1
	8.3
	1591
	2205

	
	
	
	
	

	Cows in herd
	208
	199
	199
	197

	
	
	
	
	

	Milk yield per cow (litres)
	653
	699
	7714
	8148

	
	
	
	
	

	Milk price per litre (litre)
	29.4
	27.8
	28.7
	28.0

	
	
	
	
	

	Butterfat (%)
	4.14
	4.08
	4.10
	4.09

	
	
	
	
	

	Protein (%)
	3.24
	3.28
	3.24
	3.28

	
	
	
	
	

	Concentrates cost per tonne (£)
	259
	219
	243
	219

	
	
	
	
	

	Concentrates use per cow (kg)
	263
	215
	2773
	2629

	
	
	
	
	

	Concentrates use per litre (kg)
	0.40
	0.30
	0.36
	0.32

	
	
	
	
	

	Purchased feed costs per cow (£)
	71
	50
	705
	606

	
	
	
	
	

	Purchased feed costs per litre (pence)
	10.9
	7.1
	9.1
	7.4

	
	
	
	
	

	Margin over purchased feed per cow (£)
	122
	145
	1516
	1683

	
	
	
	
	

	Margin over purchased feed per litre (pence)
	18.7
	20.8
	19.6
	20.7

	Margin over all feed (£/cow)
	103
	125
	1293
	1441


Monthly average results for April 2013
The average milk price was up 1.6 pence per litre on last year to 29.4 pence per litre.  The average butterfat of 4.14% was 6 points higher than last year.  Milk protein of 3.24% was down 4 points on a year ago. Daily milk yield per cow was down by 1.9 litres per cow on last year to 25.0 litres per cow.  Milk from forage was down by 3.2 litres per cow to 5.1 litres per cow. The average feed rate for the month was up 0.10 kg per litre on a year ago at 0.40 kg per litre, with the average purchased feed cost £40 per tonne higher than last year at £259 per tonne. The monthly Margin Over Purchased Feed was £122 per cow, which was £23 per cow lower than a year ago.  The margin per litre was 18.7 pence, which was 2.1 pence per litre lower than a year ago.

12 Month Rolling average results to April 2013
The rolling average yield has decreased by 434 litres per cow compared with the previous year to 7714 litres per cow. The average feed rate has increased by 0.04 kg per litre to 0.36 kg per litre, with the average milk price up by 0.7 pence per litre to 28.7 pence.  The rolling Margin Over Purchased Feed (MOPF) was £167 per cow lower than a year ago at £1516 per cow. The rolling average MOPF per litre was 19.6 pence per litre, which was 1.1 pence per litre lower than a year ago.

- Ends -

For further information please contact: 

Ian Powell, Director, The Dairy Group (01823 444488)

e-mail: ian.powell@thedairygroup.co.uk
Notes to editors:

· This is a press release announcing the MCi results.

· MCi is the The Dairy Group dairy management system that incorporates setting targets for a herd combined with monthly monitoring, quota management & dairy costings.

· www.dairy-mci.com 

· www.thedairygroup.co.uk

